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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

In October 2022, EMC Planning Group sought the cooperation of Native American
tribes of the Central Coast for a special newsletter to honor Native American
Heritage Month. We invited tribes to write statements about their people, culture,
traditions, and history. The goal of this newsletter is to give tribes a voice to
educate everyone regarding Native American heritage.

This newsletter is a result of the contributions from the following tribes:

Salinan Tribe of Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties
Patti Donton, Tribal Administrator

RumsSen Am:a Tur:ataj Ohlone
Dee Dee Ybarra, Chairwoman

Xolon Salinan Tribe
Karen R White, Council Chair

Esselen Tribe of Monterey County
Susan Morely, Cultural Resources

Thank you for sharing your culture, history, and traditions with us. We hope this
will help raise awareness of California Native American tribes, and emphasize the
importance of preserving their culture, history, and traditions so that they
continue to exist and thrive.
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SALINAN TRIBE OF MONTEREY

AND SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTIES

We descend from the California
prehistoric Tribe known as
“T’epot’aha’l” (the people). For at
least the last 10,000 years we have
lived in the Central part of
California from Big Creek along the
Pacific Coast south to the Santa
Maria River and to the Temblor
Mountain range to the east and
everything in between.

Through mission and other records,
we are able to trace our ancestors
along with our current tribal
members to their prehistoric village
sites within traditional

Salinan territory.
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Today we are known as the
Salinan People. This name was
given to us by historians in the

1800’s. During the 1700’s here in
California it was known as the
mission period. During this time
the Spanish missionaries divided
us up into three groups depending
on what Spanish mission you were

living at or near. Playanos at
Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa,
Antonios at Mission San Antonio
de Padua and Miguelenos at
Mission San Miguel Arc’angel.
Little did they know that we were
one large extended family.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.SALINANTRIBE.COM.




SALINAN TRIBE OF MONTEREY
AND SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTIES

We are recognized by the State of California as a Tribal government with a
council body of fifteen in which three make up our Elders council.
We hold regular monthly business meetings and yearly gatherings and
fundraisers along with seasonal sacred ceremonies.
We are on the California Native American Heritage Commission’s Most Likely
descendant list for the Salinan people.

This gives us the honor of being able to repatriate our ancestors, who's resting
places have been and continue to be unearthed by erosion and development.
The Salinan name can be seen on the indigenous peoples of California seal on the
steps of the Capital building in Sacramento.

Through self-reliance and self-preservation, we have been able to survive and
even thrive through the years of changes in California
that continue to impact our culture.
As we continue to live in the lands of our ancestors,
we have all we need to survive in these modern times.
We continue to hunt, fish and gather traditional materials.
We continue to speak our traditional language,
which is part of the Hokan language group, the oldest in California.
Through our Salinan songs, dances and ceremonies
we continue to honor our ancestors.



VISION OF THE
SALINAN TRIBE

We, as the Salinan Tribe, follow in the ways of

our Ancestors as we walk the path of our
heritage, towards becoming complete
individuals. We exercise our right as a
sovereign entity. We continue to reawaken
our culture. Each and every tribal member has
an equal voice. We, as the Salinan Tribe,
commit to honoring the rights of each and

every tribal member to p ractice our spiritual,
: - individual, or religious beliefs. We remember
and honor our Ancestors, Elders and Children
now and for all generations to come. We, as £ o
the Salinan tribe, continue to gather
together as a tribal Family
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SALINAN TRIBE OF MONTEREY
AND SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTIES

Today we continue to educate the people of the Central Coast and all around
the world about our connection to this land and the importance of
protecting and preserving this special place for generations to come. If your
school group or organization would like to have us come and give a
presentation about the Salinan People of Central California,
please contact our tribal office.

@ https://www.facebook.com/SalinanTribe
www.salinantribe.com.



RUMSEN AM:A TUR:ATAJ OHLONE

We are the RumSen Am:a Tur:ataj Ohlone which in our language means RumsSen
People of the Ohlone Land. Our ancestral lands were located near the central
California coast and depending on the season our ancestors occupied the lands from
the coastline of the Monterey Bay encompassing the cities of today’s Monterey,
Carmel-By-The-Sea up to Moss Landing to the Parajo River all the way to Salinas on
the northeast through Gonzales and the Carmel Valley back down to Big Sur on the
southwest.

The RumSen Ohlone lived in villages where the men hunted bear, deer and rabbits
but being near the ocean marine animals were also hunted. The women gathered
plants for food and medicine. Acorns were a main staple, but chia and berries were
also gathered. Baskets were weaved from plant material and jewelry was made from
abalone and olivella shells, bone, and wood. The RumSen were known to share and
trade for items from nearby tribes.

Upon Spanish contact many RumSen were captured and not only forced to build the
Carmel Mission but also converted into Christianity. They forcibly left their culture,
language, traditions and most importantly identities behind. They were given
Christian and Spanish names and became slaves to those in authority. Those who
didn’t cooperate and ran away, if found would be tortured or killed. The RumsSen
population in the area declined during this time due to sickness and because some
families left and hid out in other areas for safety and survival. Our family headed
south and traveled through the trade routes and eventually settled in southern
California.

Cij:a mak: jet:e ro:t (we are still here)




RUMSEN AM:A TUR:ATAJ OHLONE

Our tribe’s major accomplishment has been the revitalization of our language
which was almost lost with the passing of our last fluent speaker, Isabel Meadows
in 1939. We obtained the records of J.P. Harrington from the Smithsonian and
with the help of the linguistic department of Pomona College, we have made great
strides in learning and speaking our original language. We also continue our
ceremonies, traditions, songs, and history through storytelling that has been
passed down through the elders. We host an annual Indigenous Peoples Day in the
city of Pomona and take that opportunity to educate the community that cija
mak: jet:e ro:t (we are still here).

$ https://www.facebook.com/rumsenama/



XOLON SALINAN TRIBE

"PEOPLE OF THE OAKS"

For over 10,000 years the Xolon
Salinan People, also known as
"People of the Oaks", inhabited
California's Central Coast and
inland to the Diablo and
Temblor Ranges. Our ancient
territory also includes the Santa
Lucia Range as well as the lands
encompassing the Salinas River.
Our ancient ancestors referred
to themselves as "The People of
Xolon" (hoe'lone - Jolon) and
later were called the Salinan
Indians by the Federal
Government. The missions
never recorded a name for us,
but simply called us "the
Indians from this Mission". We
are now able to call ourselves
the "Xolon People," as the
ancients called themselves prior
to Spanish contact.
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The primary focus of our people today is to
honorably preserve and protect the bones of our
ancestors, as well as the villages and sacred sites from
the time before Contact. It is also our privilege and
responsibility to continually strengthen, build, and
establish who we are today, securing a future for our
children tomorrow and for the next generations to
come.
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XOLON SALINAN TRIBE
Xolon Salinan Regalia

For over 10,000 years, the Spirit of our Ancestral Homelands, the Central Coast,
have always lived within the Xolon Salinan People. Body, Spirit, Land, is the
driving force, interwoven within the Xolon-Salinan sacred landscape.

We continue to honor our ancestors. Keeping a very important traditional skill
(Regalia), alive and vibrant. The importance of gathering natural materials from
the ancient lands and oceans is spiritual to the ancestors and tribal artisan.

Traditional Regalia designs, are worn and used primarily for special ceremony
events. In addition, regalia is also created for trade and gifts.There are many
diverse natural materials, our ancestors and tribal artisans use for traditional
regalia.

https://www.xolonsalinantribe.org/home



XOLON SALINAN TRIBE

"PEOPLE OF THE OAKS"

Today we speak of Three primary shells used. The
blessing of (Kiltau'), Red abalone. Kiltau’ was not only
an important food source but the shell is used as an
important part of Regalia.

Our ancestors cut and shaped the shell, by using
different methods with sand stones. In addition, bigger
clamshells were also used by this method, which
allowed creating clamshell discs for regalia. The
Olivella shell is also a very popular shell used for
regalia (to'on’ki) necklace.

Both men and women wear traditional regalia
jewelry, often long strands of clamshell discs. During
ancient times, clam shell disc strands 6-7 inches long,
were used as ancestors’ currency. A hand drill or
pump drill was used to make the holes in the shell for
sinew strings.

The pictures will give you a hint on the dedicated time
involved to create these beautiful traditional
treasures.

Special (Ts'apani) Thank you, to Elder, Ms. Penny
Pierce-Hurt. Penny has kept this ancient tradition
alive for the Xolon-Salinan.

https://www.xolonsalinantribe.org/home




ESSELEN TRIBE OF
MONTEREY COUNTY
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The Esselen Tribe of Monterey County (ETMC) was founded in order to
continue the preservation of cultural traditions and cultural heritage of the
historic tribes of Monterey County. The Esselen Tribe of Monterey County is
a Non-Profit Organization focused on the protection and preservation of the
recognized and unrecognized sacred landscapes. The ETMC Tribal members
are related to coastal peoples from the villages of:

» Cachagua/Xausaun/Pachepas (Tassajara),

« Calendaruc/ Wacharon (Guachirron)
(Moss Landing, Castroville, Watsonville area)
Ensen (interior side of Fort Ord and Salinas Valley)

Tucutnut/Capanay (middle reaches Carmel River drainage)
Soccoronda/Jummis/Sepponet (upper Carmel River drainage) .
Echilat/Ixchenta/Tebityilat (upper San Jose and Las Garzas Creek drainages) . & .
Excelen/Excelemach (Santa Lucia Mountains/Ventana Wilderness) g8 m EN
Sargentaruc/Jojopan/Pixchi (Palo Colorado Canyon south to Big Sur) é ;’ Nl
Eslanajan/Imunahan/Aspasniahan (Soledad/Arroyo Seco) NE ;
Achasta (mouth of the Carmel River) % R
Kuchun/Cuchunus (junction of Arroyo Seco Canyon and Carmel Valley) _ RN \

)\ Esselen Tribe §
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ESSELEN TRIBE OF MONTEREY COUNTY
P.O. BOX 95. CARMEL VALLEY, CA. 93924
831-214-5345 - FAX: 831-659-0111
TRIBALCHAIR@ESSELENTRIBE.ORG
A CALIFORNIA NATIVE AMERICAN 501-C-3 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION



ESSELEN TRIBE OF
MONTEREY COUNTY
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There are many more villages not listed above, such as the Esselen
village of Chuttegelis, the name of the village where Soledad Mission
was founded (Milliken 1990, Breschini & Haversat 2004, 84-85).

The Indigenous peoples of the central coast continue to be identified
according to linguistic groups including Esselen, Costanoan, Rumsen,
Ohlone, Salinan, Yokut, and Mutsun Tribes. Breschini and Haversat
(2004) and colleagues (Shaul, 2019; Moratto, 1984) argue that the Esselen
Tribes were the first to occupy the Central Coast region. The Esselen
language was called Hulele, which means tongue, and is a Hokan root
language shared by the Pomo to the north and the Salinan and
Chumash neighbors to the south and east. Esselen is the oldest and
most isolated linguistic group in California (Shaul 2019). Breschini and
Haversat (2004) hypothesized that approximately 1,500 years ago the
Penutian speakers (the Costanoan/Rumsen/Ohlone) settled in the
Esselen homelands and pushed the Hokan speakers south and north. - R
Several present-day Tribes in the Monterey region are composed of k- Q\ h
both Esselen and Costanoan/Rumsien/Ohlone lineages. ) ‘*'\!
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ESSELEN TRIBE OF MONTEREY COUNTY
P.O. BOX 95. CARMEL VALLEY, CA. 93924
831-214-5345 - FAX: 831-659-0111
TRIBALCHAIR@ESSELENTRIBE.ORG
A CALIFORNIA NATIVE AMERICAN 501-C-3 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION



ESSELEN TRIBE OF

MONTEREY COUNTY
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There is a considerable body of data suggesting
the Esselen or an Esselen-like (Hokan root)
language was spoken as far north as the San
Francisco Bay region

(Shaul 2019; Breschini and Haversat 2004, 58).
Hokan languages in addition to the Esselen
include the Pomoan, Yana/Yuki Karuk, and
Washoe Tribes in the north, and the Salinan,
Chumash and Yuman Tribes in the south
(Lightfoot 2006, 34).

Gradually Hokan Tribes in the northern and
southern regions were displaced by the Penutian
speakers (e.g., Miwok, Yokut, Costanoan or
Ohlone), (Shaul 2019; Breschini and Haversat
2004, 58).

“The Esselen lived in the rugged and densely forested Santa Lucia Mountains. Much of this

land is now part of the Los Padres National Forest. In addition to the high mountains, they

also occupied the upper Carmel Valley. The coastal plain in the Little Sur and Big Sur River

areas, and an unknown area of the Salinas Valley around Soledad. The heartland of the

Esselen appears to have been the upper Carmel River and adjacent areas, including the

drainages of Cachagua and Tularcitos Creeks and the adjacent areas of the lower Arroyo

Seco River drainage. Much of Esselen territory is now included within the Ventana
Wilderness Area.” (Breschini and Haversat 2004, 17).

Tom Little Bear Nason is the current Tribal Chairperson for ETMC. Tribal Headwoman,
Cari Herthel, is the current Tribal Vice-Chair for ETMC.

f https://www.facebook.com/esselentribeof montereycounty

https://www .esselentribe.org/




ESSELEN TRIBE OF

MONTEREY COUNTY
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EMC PLANNING GROUP

LETTER TO THE TRIBES

EMC PLANNING GROUP INC.
A LAND USE PLANNING & DESIGN FIRM

October 4, 2022

Re:  Request for Tribe Statement and Photographs on Tribes People, Cultural
Traditions, and History

In honor of Native American Heritage Month, EMC Planning Group is creating a
special newsletter for its clients to help educate them on the importance of preserving
sacred sites and tribal cultural resources. EMC Planning Group is seeking cooperation
from the Central Coast Native American tribes on this project. We invite your tribe to
write a two-paragraph statement regarding the tribe’s people, cultural traditions, and
history. In addition, we request the inclusion of two photographs to accompany the
statement. The statements and photographs will be assembled into a newsletter that will
be distributed to EMC Planning Group’s clients and posted on the EMC Planning
Group website and social media pages. The purpose of the newsletter is for EMC’s
clients to be educated about your tribe in your own words, not just through a statement
in an archaeological report, in hopes that the clients will understand that it takes all of
us to preserve and protect the history of the Native American tribes of the Central
Coast.

EMC Planning Group Inc. is a full-service interdisciplinary land use and environmental
planning, and design firm located in Monterey, California. Established in 1978, the
firm is recognized as the most established and leading provider of land use and
environmental planning services on the Central Coast of California. Archaeological
services are amongst the services provided by EMC Planning Group.

601 Abrego Street

Monterey, California 93940
831.649.1799 / contactus@emcplanning.com




EMC PLANNING GROUP

LETTER TO THE TRIBES

EMC PLANNING GROUP INC.
A LAND USE PLANNING & DESIGN FIRM

The firm is dedicated to working with Central Coast Native American tribes in
pursuit of preserving sacred sites and tribal cultural resources. Our staff members
have participated in the following trainings:
¢ AB 52 Session offered through the California APA Conference
e The Implementing Cultural and Paleontological Mitigation Measure Session
through the AEP Conference
e Mastering CEQA Compliance and Mitigation for Historic resources through the
California Preservation Foundation
e Cultural Resource Management: CEQA, NEPA and Section 106 through UC
Davis Continuing Education Course
¢ Tribal Engagement Courses through Seventh Sovereign LLC

EMC Planning Group, as a part of their site reconnaissance work and archaeological
reports, assists in protecting and preserving sacred sites and tribal cultural resources
by conducting cultural sensitivity trainings before all construction monitoring and
includes recommendations from the local tribes in archaeological reports. When
prehistoric artifacts are discovered during fieldwork, our firm returns the artifacts to
the respective tribe as a policy and best practice.

Thank you for giving EMC Planning Group the opportunity to honor your tribe
during Native American Heritage Month. Please call me at (831) 649-1799 ext. 214

Sincerely,
Kaitlin Ruppert, MSc., RPA
Registered Professional Archaeologist

601 Abrego Street

Monterey, California 93940
831.649.1799 / contactus@emcplanning.com




EMC PLANNING GROUP INC.

Stuart is a Senior Planner specializing in land use and
California Environmental Quality (CEQA) compliance.
He participated in several professional workshops and
conference sessions that addressed various aspects of
tribal consultation requirements pursuant to AB 52
and SB 18. Stuart has also taken part in professional
trainings associated with identifying and mitigating
impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to CEQA
requirements. Important lessons learned include the
critical need for early and active consultation between
lead agencies and tribal representatives to ensure a
collaborative approach to identifying potential impacts
to sensitive tribal cultural resources as well as
Stuart Poulter, AICP, MCRP developing a comprehensive mitigation strategy.
Senior Planner
poulter@emcplanning.com

Kaitlin is a Registered Professional Archaeologist and
attended tribal engagement courses provided by the
Seventh Sovereign L.L.C. The courses touched on
subject matters such as cultural awareness, tribal
engagement, mandated consultation, and negotiating
with tribes. Through the courses she learned how to
pick up on details and information that tribes include
on their websites. The layout and structure of a
website informs the visitor of what the tribe thinks is
important to share. By understanding these details,
one is able to have a better understanding of the tribe’s
culture, traditions, and history. Such knowledge
provides a solid foundation for building and nurturing
relationships with the tribes. This enables planners to

Kaitlin Ruppert, RPA, MSC incorporate mitigation measures that include
Registered Professional recommendations from the tribes, which in turn
Archaeologist allows for the protection of sacred sites and tribal
ruppert@emcplanning.com cultural resources.

601 Abrego Street

Monterey, California 93940
831.649.1799 / contactus@emcplanning.com




EMC PLANNING GROUP INC.

Rachel Hawkins is an Associate Planner who
specializes in CEQA and NEPA (National
Environmental Protection Act) compliance.

She participated in Seventh Sovereign'’s Tribal
Engagement 101 - Transforming Relationships with
Tribes, where she gained cultural and historical
insight on transforming the tribal engagement
process. She learned communication skills to enhance
interpersonal and organizational engagement with
tribes. She also gained essential tools for developing a
Tribal Engagement Plan and step-by-step practical
strategies for navigating both routine and challenging

Rachel Hawkins, JD issues that may come up in EMC Planning Group’s
Associate Planner work with tribes.

hawkins@emcplanning.com

601 Abrego Street

Monterey, California 93940
831.649.1799 / contactus@emcplanning.com




